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POREBWORD.~The author tells of his
acquaintance with the he s of the

most remarkable adventures ever reenrd

od. From a manuscripl lefi by his friend

he han vividly set o4t the strange hap-
nninge which broughit together a bruve
irginia genteman and » Pringess of
arn

My horse was traveling nractically
unguided, n= | that | had prob
ably less knowlodge of the exuct lorna
tlon of the trall to the s 1) e
and thus 1t happensd that he entered
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1 knew the Indinns wonid soon s
caver that they were on the wrong
trudl and that the search for me won!d

he renewed In t) right dlrection ns

soon as they lornted my tracks
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hindred vards wher sharp tnrn to
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*| Started Toward the Opening of the
Cave, Only to Reel Drunkenly
Against a Side Wall,"

effort 1 started toward the opening of
the cave only to reel drunkenly
aguinst a side wall, and from there
slip prone upon the floor.

A sense of delicious  dreaminess
overcame e, Iy muscles relnxed, nnd
1 was on the point of giving away o
my desire to sleep when the sound of
approaching horses reached my ears
I atteropted (o spring to my feet but
wax horrified 10 discover that my
muscles refused to respomd o my
wiil. 1 was now thoroughly swake.
but as unable to wove n musle as
thongh turned to stone, [t was then,
for the first thne, thal 1
slight vapor Alling the cave
miso come to my Dostrils s fuivtly
pungent odor, and 1 could only assome
‘that 1 bhad been overcome hy some
poisonous gas, but why I should 1o
tala wy wentn]l faculties and yet be
anable to move 1 could not fathom.,

The nolee of the approaching horses
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' along the ltte Iud;c_whleh led to m:ﬂ to draw me as (he lodestone sttraets | fn (he only possible solution of my

living tomh,
I had not long te walt before a
steslthy sound wpprised me of thelir

uenrness, sl then a war-bonneted,
pintytrenked face wax thrust coaus
tlously around the shoulder of the
NA, and  savage eyes looked Into
mine

The fellow, lnstend of approaching,
merely stond and stared; his eyes
bilglog and bis Juw  dioppued And
thon  another suvage oo appenred,
ind o thivd and fourth and N0fth, |
eranlng thelr vecks over the shonl
ders of thelr follows whom they could
not pn pon the narrow ledge, Faeh
face was the pleture of awe and fear,
byt for whar reosen 1 Al not know,
nor Ald T lenrn untll ten yonrs inter

Suddanly o low bt distant monr
Ing sounil Issued from the recenses of
the cave bhehind e, and, as it reached
il cars of the Indinne, they turned
and  flod In terror, punic  stricken
Thelr wild orles oohoed In the oan
yon faor sliort thine, and then all Was
st onée more

The Wl whilch had frightened
thets 1 ot repented, hat it had
beeon suillelvnt as wne o =inrt me

pecuiating o the pokkilile  norror
whieh lurked In the shadows st my
barc)

Severn! thwes 1 thought 1 heard
faint sounds behind me as of some |
body maving cantiously, hut eventuasl
v even these censed, pnd I was Ii'"l
te the confemplation of iy position
without [nterruption

Until possibly midoight sll was 8
onie. the siler nf the dead: then,
suddenty, the awful mean of the maorm-
Ing broke upon my siartled ears, and
there came apuis from the Dblack
shniln the =ound of a moving thing,
wnd 5 faint rustling as of dead leaves
The shook to my already pverstralned

us systm woas terrible n t!
eviremme and with n super? an ef.
rort 1 strova 1o break my awful bonds
Thet Ming pave there whs & o
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from the exe n of my ef s 1
loase wyself  from  the  anesthesls

which bhnd held e
Agnin waa 1 suddenly
v immediate surronndings by »
oo

recallasd to
repe

¢ 1 the

titlon ol the
depths of the Naked and un
armed As I was, 1 had no desire o
fuce the unseen thing which menaced
me.

I leaped quickly through the open
ing Into the starlight of a clear Ari-
pona npight. The erisp, fresh moun
taln alr outelde the ecave acted as an
tmmedinte tonle and 1 felt new 1ife
and pew cournge conrsing through e
Pausing upon the brink of the ledge |
upbralded  yself  for  what now
seemed to e wholly unwarranted ap
prehension. My better judgment, when
permitted the direction of clear and!
logieal reasoning, convinced me that
the pnolges 1 Lind honrd must have re
sulted frow purely oatura) and harm
leas cnuses; probahly the conformn
tion of the cave was sneh that a slight
Lresze ha! caused the sounds 1 heard

As | stond meditating, 1T turned mn
gaze to the henvens, where the myriad
stars fornced a gorgeous and Arting
canopy for the wonders of the sarthiy
scene. Al stention VRN
riveted hy a large red

welinl from

wne n

sih"

the horizon. As 1 gazed vpon It T felt
a spell of overpowering fuscinatlon—
it was Mars, the god of war, and for
me, the fighting man, it had always

bad ceased, and 1 judged the Indians |

were creeplng  stealthily upen  me

held the power of irresisiible enchan:
ment. As 1 gazed at it on that far-
gone night It seemwed to eall across
the unthipkable void, to lure we to it

a particle of iron,

My longing wus beyond the power
of opposition; | closed my eyes,
stretehied out my arms toward the god
of my voeatlon and felt myself drawn

with  the suddenness of

through the trackless Immensity of
space, There wns un [nstant of ex-
treme cold and utler darkness,

CHAPTER 11,

My Advent on Mars.

1 opeued my eves upon & AUANge
and welrd landecaps, 1 knew that 1
wns on Mara; not once did T question
either my sanity of my wakefulness,

It wns middny, the sun was shinlng
full upon me and the heut of It was
ruther Intense upon my naked body.

ot no greater than would have heon
true under simllar conditions on &7
Arizona desert.

A Ittle to my left, perhaps a hue
dred vards, sppeared a low. walled
enclosure about four feet In height
No water, and no other vegetation
thatt moks was In evidenee and an |
wne somewhat thirsty [ determined to
do a little exploring

Springing to my feet | recelved my
first Murtian surprise, for the effort,
whieh on Earth would have hrogght

me standing upright, earried me into
the Martiun slr to the heleght of about
three yards. 1 alighted fily upon
the ground. however, without appre
clable shock or Jur, Now commenced
n serles of evolutions which even then
pociued ludierous My
muscles, perfectly attuned und
the foree of gravity on
th

played the mischief w e In

in the extreme
ROCUSs-
tomed to
Enrth
mttempting for the first thne
with the lessar gravitation and
sir prossure on Mars

1 was detarmined however, to ex-

~ope

lower

plore the low structure which was the
only evidence of habltatlon In sight,
and so I hit upon the unigue plan of
reverting to first principles In locome
iton, creeping. 1 did fairly well st
this and In & few momente had
resiched the low, @ng reling wr f th
enclosure. 1 cautiousty galned my fest
and peered aver the top  upe Lhe
strangest sight it had ever becn given
me 1 LR
The roof of the enclosure wans &
pr ! s about four of five
In 1t kness  and heneath this were
geveral hundred large eggs, perfectly
round and snowy whits The eggs
were nearly unlform In size, being
whont t ind onehalf feor flame-
ter
" r six had nirea tehied
the g eeque cari a wl ¢
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1 had #een that the eg A
process of hatehidng T |
vatehing the hildeons 30 n
.y breunk fro thelr shells 1 ¢ ]
the spproach of wore of
foll grown Martians from bl i
They might have captured e ongily
bt rhels intentions were f(ar nore
. It was ! ttling of '|u‘|
aecoitrimente fureiost war-
rinr whic? e, Had nt the
rifle of ¢ of the party swung |
from 1= tenings beside lifs saddle |

in such o way ns to strike sgniust the
hutt of his great metalsshiod spear |
should have snuffed out without ever |
tnowlng that death was near me. But
the Iittle sound ecaused me to turn,
and there upon me, not ten feot from
my breast, was the point of that huge
spear, o spenr forty feet long, tipped
with glenming metal, and held low at
the elde of a mounted replica of the
lttle devils 1 had been watching

But how puny and harmless they
now looked beside this bhuge and ter-
rific Incarnation of hate, of vengeance
apd of death, The man himself, for
such 1 may call him, was fully 8fteen

feet In helght and, on enrth, wonld
have welghed some four hundred
pronnds

And his wount! How ean earthly

words deseribe 1t! It towered ten feet
at the shoulder; had four legs on
either side: a hroad flat il larger at
the tip than at the root, and which
t held strnight out behind while run
wing: a gaping mouth which split ite
head from its snonut to s long, wes
dve neck.

Like Its master, It was entirely de-
void of hair, but was of a dark slate
color and exceeding smooth and glos
gy. [Its belly was white and Its legs
sghaded from the slate of {1 shoulders
aud hips to a vivid yellow at the feet.

Unarmed and naked as I was, the
first law of pature maplfested itself

Immediate problem, and that was to
get out of the vielnity of the point
of the charging spenr. Consequently
I gave n very earthly and ut the same
thoe superhuman leap to reach the

thought | {op of the Martinn (ncubator, for such

I handd determined 1t muost be,
My e¢ffort was crowned with a sue
than 1t

which appalled me no leas

s

“My Effort Was Crowned With a Suc
cess Which Appalled Me No Less
Than It Seemed to Surprise the Mar.
tian Warriors."

emed to surprise the Martinn war-
rlors, for It carried me fully thirty
foet luto the air and landed me & hul
dred feet from wmwy pursuers and on
pposite side of the enclosure
I nilghted upon the soft moss epsily
nd witl mishap, and urning saw
[ enet ined up along the further
vall Some were surveying me with

h 1 afterward discor.

erdl morked extreme astonishment,
and the others weore evidently satls
fying themselves that 1 bad not mo-
lested thelr young
I'hiy ' onversing together In
1 1 pesticulating and point
ng t Mielr discovery that
1 had not harmed the little Martians
and that 1 was unharmed must Lave
11 to o0k apon ind with less
f t I was earn later,
i welghed =t U '
{ exhit f hurdling
Mar r Ll
1 they
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n t ercn
1re iitely
swerful pro
1 n Earth
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honrd growil Mars
and entireiy ur own to ne denizens
of Barth., The metul of the burrel
ts nn alloy composed principally of

aluthinom nnd steel which th

lesrned to

temper 10w hardness far

excending that of the steel with which
we are familiar.  The weight of these
riftes 18 comparatively littie, and with
the small eallber explosive, radinm
projectiles which they use and the

great length of the barrel, they are
deadls In the extreme and at ranges

whilch wonld be upthinkable on Earth,
The theoretle offective radius of this
rifle 18 three Lhundred miles, | the
best they can do In actoal service
when equipped with thelr wireless
finders and sighters is but a trifle

over two hundred miles,

The Martlans, after conversing for |
a short time, turned and rode away |
in the direction from which they had |
come, leaving one of their number
alone by the enclosure, When they
had coversd perhaps  (wo hundred ‘
yards they halted and turning thelr
mounts toward us sat watching the |
warrior by the enciosure,

When his force hgl come (o a halt
he dlsmounted, threw down hls spear |
and small arms and came around the |
end of the tncubator toward me, en-
tirely unarmed and as naked as L |
except for the ornainents strapped up-
on his head, limbs and breast

When he was within about Afty feet
of me he unclasped an enormous met-
al armlet and holding it toward me In |
the open palm of his hand, addvessed |
me In & clear, rosonant velce, but in
a Ianguage, 't Is needless to sy, 1

could not understand. e then stopped
as though waiting for wy replv.
pricking up his aptennae like ears and
cocking s strungze-lovking eyes stil
further toward me,

As the silence became painfal )
concluded to hazard a little conversa-
tion on my own part as 1 had guessed

that he wus nmkiog overtures of
pence,

Stretehing my hend toward him 1
advanced and took the armlet from
his open palm, clnsping it about my

arn, above the elhow; smiled at him
and stood wolilpg, s wiide mouth
Ryl bnte s SnEwWer mile, nnd
locking one of Wik intermedinry arms
In tine we turned and w ked haek
townrd his mount., At the saipe time

he motioned his followers 1o advance,
He exchanged o fow words with his

men, motloned to me that 1 would ride |

behind one of them, and then mounted
his animal, The fellow desig:
nated  renched down two or thres
hands and lifted me up bebind him on
] “1 QPP

ownn

{hi gy hack of hir mout
1 hung on as best T econld by the lLelts
C LT ripR Wil eld hee Miurtin:
W I d ornnment

Thi i tire Cavalcut n
nn e n i
of hills In the disthnce

In »n short time w the foot
of 1l untalns, and afi rnversing
A DUrrOW goree onnie (o an open
ley, at the far extremity of which was

n low tableland wpon which [ bheheld
nan enormaous vy Toward this we
galloped, entering It by whint nppeared
to be n roined roadwiaiy leadipg oul
from the eclty, but only to the edge of

the tableland, where It ended abrupt-
Iy In n filght of broad steps
Upon cloger observation 1
we them that the
were deserted, and while not grestly
hud the uppenrance of
unted for vears, pos

AW AN
P ssedd bulldings
decayed not

having been ter

gibly for apges Toward the Wt r of
the elty wis o large plazs pon
this and In the bulldings lmi lntely

surrounding 1t were camped some nine
or hundred crestures of the same
breed sy my captors, for such [ pow
conslderad them, despite the sunve
manner In which T had been trapped,

il

With the exception of thelr orna-
ments all were nuakeid, The women
varied appearance but lrtle from

the men, except that thelr tusks were
much Inrger Io proportion to thelr
helght, In some Instances curving near-

Iy to thelr high-set ears. The adult

twelve feet,

The children were light In eolor,
even lightér than the womoen, and =il
looked precigsely allke to me, except
that some were taller than others;
older, 1 prezuomed,

I saw po signs of extreme age among
them, nor s there any appreciable difs
ference (o thelr appearance from the
nge of maturity, about forty, until, at
ahoot the age of one thousand years,
f they go voluntarily upon thelr last
strange pligrimuge down the river Iss,
which leads po Hying Martian knows
whither from whose bosom Do
Martian hag ever returned, or wonld
| be allowed to live dld he return after
| onee embarking upon its cold, dark
| waters
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WHE UNIVERSAL CAR

The Ford Sedan, with electric seli-startin
and highting system and demountable rims wit

and rear, is a family car of
th in

315 anch tres front
1

lass and comfort, |

For touring it is 1 most comfortabl
rlass windows make it an open car
when decired, while in case of rain and all inclem-
be made a n
rin a few minutes.

large platc

ent weather, 1t can
closed ca

prool, tine upho ing, breoad, roomy seats.

sSimple in operation. Anyl can safely drive

i Wi 1y all the Ictive ang nom- | H
ieal 1 ‘ ! 4 « In operat ind
maintenan Won't you come in and look 1t
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Rain-proof, dust-
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i Now Ready for Business
The Mill and Crushing Plant

| am now prepared to do your grinding and

you
pleased to have you come and look over the plant.

l
l
{
' chopping any day that

Snyder Mill &

Telephone

CRRO

May come will i be

Coal Company
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Harness, Wagons, Buggies

When in need of harness come to see me.

Also have wagons.

We have just received a car of Missouri
BUGGIES

D. P. Strayhorn




